
 
 
 
 
 

 

I-765 Additional Tips - MIT ISO 
NOTE: Students should read the "Instructions for Form I-765" on 

uscis.gov/i-765 in order to fill out the Form I-765. 
This reference handout is provided for convenience to MIT 

students only and DOES NOT CONSTITUTE LEGAL ADVICE. 

ONLY use the 

most recent & 

updated 

Form I-765 

 

LEAVE 
THESE 

SECTIONS 
BLANK 

Only complete this 

section if your name 

has legally changed. 

(i.e., You updated your 

passport with a new 

name, etc.). 

Provide all other names 

you have ever used, 

including aliases, 

maiden names, etc. 

Check the box 
“1.a”: “Initial 
permission to 

accept 
employment…” 
for Pre, Post, & 

STEM OPT 

Write your 
name as it 
appears on 

your 
passport. No 

Middle 
Name? 

Leave Blank! 

Last Name in ALL CAPS 
Leave Blank! NOTE: Type or Write: 

"N/A", "None", or leave the question 
blank if it is NOT applicable to you. 

 

X 
Le
av
e 
Bl
an
k! 

REMEMBER: ALL 7 PAGES OF THE FORM I-765 MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLICATION –EVEN IF– SOME PAGES ARE BLANK!  

https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765


 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Only fill in #5.a. 
with a friend/ 

family members 
name if you are 

using their 
address. If using 
the "In Care Of", 
ensure the name 

of the friend/ 
family is on the 

mailbox & inform 
the apartment 

building. 

NOTE: The address entered below should be an address that is valid 5 months AFTER a 
student’s OPT Form I-20 end date. If a student will change addresses WITHIN THE NEXT 

5-8 MONTHS, then they are advised to list the address of a trusted friend or family 
member, because USPS CANNOT forward USCIS mail to new addresses. 

STUDENTS CANNOT USE THE ISO'S ADDRESS 

Check NO, if you 
are not living at 

the address listed 
in #5.b to #5.f. 

ONLY fill in 
questions #7.a to 

#7.e. if you 
checked NO for 

question #6. 

F-1 students  
rarely have  

“A-Numbers”. 
LEAVE BLANK. 

 

If you have an  
“A-Number,” 

enter that 
information. 

Leave Blank! 

Enter Country Of Passport 

If you do not have dual citizenship, 
then mark 18.b. with "N/A" or 

"NONE" 

Only answer 
#13 if you 

have & know 
your SSN # 

 

Gender as 
listed on your 

current 
passport & 
Form I-20. 

REMEMBER: ALL 7 PAGES OF THE FORM I-765 MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLICATION –EVEN IF– SOME PAGES ARE BLANK!  



 
 

 
 

Pre-Completion: (c)(3)(A) 
Post:-Completion (c)(3)(B) 
STEM Extension: (c)(3)(C) 

Most students 
have passports. 
ONLY use #19 if 

you DO NOT have 
a passport. 

Write Your I-94 Number. 

MUST BE VALID! 

*NOTE: U.S. POE outside the U.S. is allowed. 
This is where you entered through immigration 

if the POE listed is outside the U.S. 

#22 & #23 
Refer to 

“Point Of 
Entry 
(POE) 

Stamp” in 
your 

passport or 
the I-94 
Record. 

*Can be full city name or abbreviation. 

F-1 Student 

F-1 Student 

Found on Form I-20 

#24 Write F-1 
Status. 

*This could be 
different if you 
changed status 
inside the U.S. 

Leave Questions #29 to 31.b. 
BLANK 

ONLY complete 
questions 

#28 a., #28.b., and 
#28.c. 

IF APPLYING FOR 
STEM OPT! 

OTHERWISE LEAVE 
BLANK! 

 

NOTE: You MUST 
confirm all the 

information with 
your employer 

BEFORE answering 
these questions. 

 

IMPORTANT: An  
E-Verify Number is 
different from an 

EIN Number! 

REMEMBER: ALL 7 PAGES OF THE FORM I-765 MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLICATION –EVEN IF– SOME PAGES ARE BLANK!  

 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-search
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-search
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/recent-search
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students/work/understanding-e-verify
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/employer-id-numbers


 

 
 

Check #1.a. 
since 

English is 
required for 

all MIT 
programs. 

#3 & #4: 
Phone 

number 
required 
here; can 
also be a 

cell/mobile 
number. 

#5 Enter an 
email 

address that 
is NOT an 
MIT email 
address. 

MUST BE A PERSONAL EMAIL ADDRESS 

Leave Part 4 BLANK - 
Since English is required 

for all MIT programs. 

HANDWRITTEN (WET) 

Signature 
REQUIRED! 
In Black Ink. 

MM/DD/YYYY 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Leave Part 4 BLANK. Since English is required for all MIT programs. 
 

ONLY complete Part 5 and/or Part 6 (e.g., pages 5 and 6 of the 
Form I-765) if they apply to you. If they do not apply, leave BLANK! 

 

You MUST still include these pages in your application! 

REMEMBER: ALL 7 PAGES OF THE FORM I-765 MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLICATION –EVEN IF– SOME PAGES ARE BLANK!  

REMEMBER: ALL 7 PAGES OF THE FORM I-765 MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLICATION –EVEN IF– SOME PAGES ARE BLANK!  
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Form I-765 Additional Tips - MIT ISO 
NOTE: Students should read the "Instructions for I-765 Form" on uscis.gov/i-765 to complete the I-765 

Form. This reference handout is provided for convenience to MIT students only and does not constitute 
legal advice. 

 

A student must complete this page if they have ever had CPT, OPT, or a previous SEVIS ID 
Number. Below is an example. Make sure you enter your personal information. 

The ISO recommends that you list all previous periods of F-1 
off-campus employment authorization information as follows:  
 

For CPT: 

• 3.a = ‘3’ / 3.b = ‘2’ / 3.c. = ‘27’ 

• 3.d. =  Degree Level, Part-Time or Full-Time, CPT with 

• “Employer Name”: Dates (e.g. mm/dd/yyyy – mm/dd/yyyy). 
 
For OPT: 

• 4.a = ‘3’ / 4.b = ‘2’ / 4.c. = ‘27’ 

• 4.d. =  Degree Level, Part-Time or Full-Time, “Type of OPT (e.g., 
Pre, Post, or STEM)”: Dates (e.g., mm/dd/yyyy –mm/dd/yyyy), 
Major/CIP Code. 

 
For SEVI ID Number: 

• 5.a = ‘3’ / 5.b = ‘2’ / 5.c. = ‘26’ 

• 5.d. =  Degree Level, SEVIS ID #, Dates (e.g., mm/dd/yyyy –
mm/dd/yyyy), Major/CIP Code. 

 

ATTENTION: 

• Do this for each degree level (and each institution) on F-1 status. 

• If you have never applied for CPT or OPT, or SEVIS ID, then leave 
the section BLANK. 

• Do NOT include previous SEVIS IDs that are in J-1 status. 

• CIP Codes can be found on page 1 of your Form I-20, in the 
‘Program of Study' section under Major 1 and or Major 2. The 
format is xx.xxxx. 

• Leave Page 7 BLANK For STEM OPT Applications ONLY! 

REMEMBER: ALL 7 PAGES OF THE FORM I-765 MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE APPLICATION –EVEN IF– SOME PAGES ARE BLANK!  

https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

